I-Synthesis of the intermediates 3-(Bromomethyl)-2-chloroquinoline (9) via 2-(Chloroquinolin-3-yl)methanol
Step 1. To a mixture of 2-chloroquinoline-3-carbaldehyde (1 g, 5.2 mmol), CH 2 Cl 2 (20 mL) and MeOH (20 mL) was added dropwise sodium borohydride (590 mg, 15.6 mmol) at 0 °C with string. The mixture was stirred at 0 °C for 2h, poured into ice-cold water and extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 . The extracted was washed with brine, dried over MgSO 4 and evaporated under rreduced pressure. Recrystallization from cycohexane of the crude reaction mixture gave the expected 2-(chloroquinolin-3-yl)methanol (870 mg, 86%) as white yellow crystals (Mp=151-152 °C; Lit.
1 mp 149 °C) having a R f value of 0.18 when using a mixture of cyclohexane/AcOEt in 3/2 ratio as the eluent.
Step 2. To a solution 2-(chloroquinolin-3-yl)methanol (800 mg, 4.1 mmol) in dry CH 2 Cl 2 (40 mL) was added dropwise PBr 3 (1.23 mL, 12.4 mmol) at room temperature. The mixture was then stirred for 2 h and the reaction mixture was stirred at 0 °C for 2 h, poured into ice-cold water and extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 . The extracted organic layer was washed with brine, dried over MgSO 4 and evaporated in vacuo. Recrystallization from cycohexane of the reaction mixture provides the expected 3-(bromomethyl)-2-chloroquinoline (9, 870 mg, 86%) as white cystals (Mp=176-177 °C; Lit.
2 Mp=179 °C) which have a R f value of 0.18 with cyclohexane/AcOEt (3/3) as the eluent. 2-(2-bromobenzyl)isoquinoline-1,3(2H,4H) 
-dione
To a solution of the commercially avilable homophtalic anhydride (4, 500 mg, 3.1 mmol) and few amounts of para-toluenesulfonic acid in dry toluene (10 mL) was added dropwise obromobenzylamine in 5 mL of toluene. The mixture was heated at reflux under argon for 15 h. The solvent was evaporated under reduced pressure, the reaction residue was dissolved in CH 2 Cl 2 (30 mL) and washed successively with saturated NaHCO 3 solution (30 mL) and water (30 mL). The organic layer extracted was dried over MgSO 4 and evaporated under reduced pressure to furnish crude product, which was recrystallised from cyclohexane to afford the desired pure product as a yellow solid product, namely 2-(2-bromobenzyl)isoquinoline-1,3(2H,4H)-dione, (520 mg, 52%) which have a R f value of 0.26 (cyclohexane/AcOEt: 4/1).
